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Mission 

California Watchable Wildlife 

celebrates the state’s wildlife and 

diverse habitats by acknowledging and 

elevating the value of wildlife viewing to 

benefit individuals, families, 

communities, and industries while 

fostering awareness and support for 

wildlife and habitats. 



What is a Watchable Wildlife Viewing Site?  

 
• A unique or exceptional wildlife viewing  

experience 

• Cultural and natural history attributes 

• Exceptional ecological value, unique  

habitat 

• Access and facilities: Parking, Interpretation,  

Trails, Boardwalks, Viewing Platforms, etc.  

• Community Support and Involvement 



California Viewing Site Criteria 
Background 

What makes this site a unique, premier wildlife viewing experience?  

Does this site incorporate other cultural and natural history amenities 

into the overall visitor experience?  

The Habitat 

Short description of the habitat  

Why is this site of exceptional ecological value?  

The Experience 

What do you want to make sure a visitor experiences when they visit 

the area?  

Wildlife and Where to Find It 

Trails, Boardwalks, Driving Loops,  

Viewing Platforms, etc.  



California Viewing Site Criteria 
Viewing Tips 

Best Season to View, Other Considerations 

Site Notes 

Interpretation, Scheduled Events 

Travel Information 

Hours of Operation, Roads, Parking, Directions; Nearby sites (with 

links to Watchable Wildlife sites); Link to local Visitors Bureau or 

Chamber of Commerce 

Contact Information 

Address, Phone, Website and Email 

Searchable Species List 

Facilities  



Viewing Site Ratings  
 

Premium – the most significant sites, worth visiting if you have 

limited time. Premium sites have high wildlife values year-

round, staff on site, interpretive programs and/or displays, 

and well-developed facilities. 

Regional – worth visiting if you are already in the area. They 

may be located farther from populated areas or with more 

limited wildlife species. 

Seasonal – these sites have high wildlife values only during 

certain seasons, though they may have recreational value 

year-round.  



Designing the Viewing Experience 

 

Goals 

 

-- Protect the resource 

-- Create a “wow” experience 

-- Clearly identify the viewing destination 

-- Teach people how to view responsibly 

-- Leave them wanting more 
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Environmental Education Programs 

 
• Engage the public  

• Provide guided experiences 

• Supplement classroom learning with hands-on field studies 

• Provide training for teachers, who incorporate learning 

objectives through field trips 

• Presented by Rangers, non-profit organizations and “Friends” 

groups  

• Create advocates 

 



Environmental Education Programs 
 

Discover the Flyway, Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area 

• K-12 Outdoor science education, based on California science 

and social studies curriculum standards 

• Activities are hands-on, interactive, and inquiry based 

• Students participate in learning stations  

about wetlands plants, birds, soils, animals  

and Native American life 

• Partnership between Yolo Basin Foundation 

and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

• Since 1997, over 45,000 students in the Sacramento region 

have experienced a Discover the Flyway field trip 



Environmental Education Programs 
 

Taylor Creek Visitor Center, South Lake Tahoe 

• Ranger-led programs daily from Memorial  

Day through October 

• Rainbow Trail & Stream Profile Chamber 

• Junior Ranger program 

• Wildlife at Night and Creek Exploration 

• Keynote Speaker Series at Lake of the Sky Amphitheater  on 

Friday evenings in July & August explore nature, natural 

history, and history 





Partners  
 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

California Department of Transportation 

California State Parks 

National Park Service  

Nature Conservancy of California 

US Army Corps of Engineers  

US Bureau of Land Management  

US Bureau of Reclamation 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

USDA Forest Service 
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